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THE SOLAR BARKS OF MORNING AND EVENING 

In the morning the sun-god, R6 C , traversed the heavenly ocean in the 
bark m c ndt; in the evening he rode in the bark msktt. How are these names 
to be explained ? The final t is clearly analogous to the t in Mshnt, goddess 
of birth, from mshn=dbt n mswt, "birth-brick," <*shn, "give birth" (for 
etymology see my forthcoming article on Egyptian etymology), etc., and has 
an adjectival force like the nisbe or the Semitic ending dn (Heb. Vi"). Hence 
there must have existed once the words *m c nd, "morning," and *mskt, 
"evening," corresponding to Coptic MANTTEIPE = mpj, and MAN8UUTTT 

=snya. 

The stem c nd (i.e., c ng), "be healthy, unblemished," is a synonym of 
wd}, the Arabic y&* , "be bright, clean," as was pointed out years ago. 
Ember has identified ^nd with fJ& , "heal" (Hlg is "stout," c nd="fat"). 

The primary meaning of the stem wdl, «-o« is "go out, rise," as we know 
from the other Semitic languages. We can hardly avoid the conclusion, 
therefore, that *m°nd has usurped the place belonging rightfully to *mwdl = 

TEUffln SSTj> fit samsi. After wdi, like ^j, had shifted its meaning 
to "be bright, pure, unblemished," *mwdl changed its connotation accord- 
ingly, and gave way to a new coinage, ^^nd. Similarly, in Assyrian, nipih 
samsi took the place of git samsi as the expression for "sunrise." 

The stem 'sht is more recalcitrant. Ember would combine it with sk 
(in ihmw sk, the circumpolar stars, which do not set) = "pT2 , " sink." This 
is only possible if the stem is tertiae infirmae (Erman, GV. 3 , § 402), since only 
in this case does the infinitive have the feminine ending, a law which also 
seems to apply to nouns with prefixed m. We have in both, of course, a 
conformation to the triconsonantal type, as in the other Semitic languages. 
Since the structure of the stem sk is doubtful, a combination with ski, 
"destroy, be destroyed," is to be considered. Naturally, this may be the 
same stem. A connection with cX« , "die," primarily "be silent " ( = Tip's , 
pITffl ; the ti is partial assim. to the p, itself perhaps due to the IB), is also 
worth considering. For the conception that the sun dies every evening and ' 
is reborn every morning (good Egyptian mythology), cf. Haupt, AJSL, 
XXXIII, 48. Parallels are numerous. i>Ls = "perish," and "set, of the 
sun"; Assyrian b&du, "evening." Assyrian sal&m samsi, "sunset," seems 
to mean "death of the sun"; cf. salamdu, " corpse," >itibiti - 1 Rabti sa 

T ~ ; 

samsi, "set, of the sun," is connected with C'SS"!, "shades" (also in the 

1 The basic idea is, of course, "be whole, well"; "die" is euphemistic. Saldm 
samsi can hardly mean "completion of the solar course." 
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Phoenician texts 1 ); see Haupt, loc. cit. Eg. htp, "set, of the sun," "go to 
rest," is >-ft*~v , "die" (Ember). As in occasus solis, we are left in doubt as 
to whether the meaning "die" is behind "set" in an individual case, or 
whether "die" may not have arisen from the euphemistic "be silent, go to 
rest, set (of the "Lebenssonne," Sum. zi-ud)." 

W. F. Albright 
Johns Hopkins University 

•Another Phoenician word lor "shades" is O^EIBT, in the famous B6d- c A§tart 
inscription. Q1BU5T T^N can hardly be rendered "Flammenerde," as Lidzbarski 
wished at first to translate it. "Muspelhelm" Is not what is usually called a "Semitic" 
conception, in spite ol the Egyptian Iw n nirsr, "isle of flames." I would rather connect 
this B12J1 with 8B3. "evening"; cf. the BH53 "Hn. Jer. 13:16. The original meaning 
of aiCJ is, of course, DIVI T\T\; cf. — ')) =Eg. ru-ha>Coptlc P0Y2E, "evening." 

For the r cf. DSJ3 , y>*1 ■ iv»*j , and 5?©13™l' "evening"; napdiu, rapdsu, "be wide- 
spacious," etc. Thus QlBtb"| would be an exact parallel to D^SBI • Another parallel 
is Eg. Imnti, "west, Hades," whence Copt. AMNTE. We have no evidence that 
Ottl , Apollo, was lord of the underworld, like Nergal. 



